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Minutes from the Meeteetse Town Council meeting held on January 10, 2007.

Mayor Edward D. Farmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Mayor Edward D. Farmer led the Council and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present were: Edward D. Farmer, Mayor; Kirk Bennett, Councilman; Gary Warner, Councilman; Sharon Fech, Councilwoman; Andy Abbott, Councilman; Angela Johnson, Clerk Treasurer, Donna Ward, Deputy Clerk; J.W. Yetter, Municipal Judge; Larry Rankine, Emergency Management Coordinator; Sheriff Steward, Under Sheriff Ehlers, C.R. Argento, Deputy Sheriff, and Joe Wagers, Deputy Sheriff.  

Also present were: Ryan Olson, TCT West; Sherry Long, and Bob Lewandowski.
Andy Abbott Council President swore in the following using the Oath of Office for the 2007 calendar year:  Edward D. Farmer, Mayor; Kirk Bennett, Councilman; Sharon Fech, Councilwoman; Angela Johnson, Clerk Treasurer; Donna Ward, Deputy Clerk; J.W. Yetter, Municipal Judge; and C.R. Argento, Park County Deputy Sheriff; and Joe Wagers, Park County Deputy Sheriff.

MOTION 01:10:07:01

Councilman Abbott made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 6, 2006 meeting, seconded by Councilman Bennett.   All voted Aye, motion carried.

MOTION 01:10:07:02

Councilman Abbott made a motion approve the payment of the following list of bills, seconded by Councilman Bennett. All voted aye, motion carried.

	NAME
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT
	
	

	A-1 ELECTRIC
	TOWN HALL ELECTRICAL WORK
	$1,373.92
	
	

	ALSCO
	CARPET RUNNERS
	$30.69
	
	

	ANGELA JOHNSON
	PETTY CASH
	$118.15
	
	

	BIG HORN REA
	DECEMBER ELECTRICITY
	$1,839.13
	
	

	BLAKEMAN PROPANE, INC.
	PROPANE AT WATER PLANT
	$421.24
	
	 

	BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD
	JAN INSURANCE Johnson/Talkington
	$1,662.88
	
	 

	CODY WINNELSON CO
	PLUMBING
	$151.76
	
	 

	DAN GRIFFIN
	FEB INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENT
	$819.52
	
	 

	DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT
	UNEMPLOYMENT TAX
	$94.95
	
	

	DONNA L WARD
	ANIMAL LICENSE BAG
	$50.00
	
	

	ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES
	CHARGES
	$921.00
	
	

	ENERGY WEST WYOMING
	GAS- HEAT- DECEMBER
	$717.01
	
	

	FLEXSHARE BENEFITS
	FLEX SHARE JOHNSON, WARD
	$544.83
	
	

	GASES PLUS
	K OXYGEN CYLINDER LEASE
	$217.00
	
	

	HAWKINS, INC
	CHEMICALS
	$1,305.85
	
	

	HONNEN EQUIPMENT CO
	FORKS FOR BACKHOE
	$1,563.19
	
	

	INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
	PAYROLL TAXES
	$2,260.06
	
	

	JIM FOOTE
	GARBAGE TRUCK REPAIRS
	$501.04
	
	

	KPOW
	ADVERTISE PUBLIC WORKS
	$67.00
	
	

	LEWIS CONSTRUCTION LC
	CONTRACT LABOR
	$1,383.75
	
	

	LUCILLES CAFÉ
	2 DINNER SPECIALS
	$30.00
	
	

	MARQUIS AWARDS
	COUNCILMAN SCOTT AWARD
	$69.59
	
	

	NAPA
	BATTERY-SEWER
	$82.99
	
	

	NCPERS LIFE INSURANCE
	LIFE INSURANCE
	$48.00
	
	

	NORTHWEST ANALYTICAL & COMPU
	WATER SAMPLE TESTS NOV
	$66.00
	
	

	ONE-CALL OF WYOMING
	ONE CALL LISTING
	$34.00
	
	

	PALL CORP
	INCOLOY IMMERISON HEATER
	$3,556.40
	
	

	PINSVILLE
	TOWN PINS
	$790.00
	
	

	QUILL CORPORATION
	LASER PAPER
	$127.94
	
	

	ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER
	ELECTRICTY WTP -DECEMBER
	$574.49
	
	

	SHOSHONE OFFICE SUPPLY
	LEGAL FILE FOLDERS
	$49.19
	
	

	SPEEDWAY AUTO
	TIRE REPAIR
	$10.00
	
	

	STATE OF WYOMING RETIREMENT
	PAYROLL CONTRIBUTION DEC
	$911.43
	
	

	TCT WEST
	TELEPHONE CHARGES
	$358.61
	
	

	TCT WEST SPECIAL ACCESS
	SPECIAL ACCESS
	$44.91
	
	

	TEAM LABORATORY CHEM CORP
	MEGA BUGS PLUS & TRACING DYE
	$803.50
	
	

	THE CODY ENTERPRISE
	LEGAL ADVERTISING PUB  WORKS 
	$28.00
	
	

	THE OFFICE SHOP INC
	TONER RUSH ORDER
	$15.00
	
	

	TOWN OF MEETEETSE
	PAYROLL DECEMBER 2006
	$7,979.41
	
	

	VERIZON WIRELESS
	DEC 06 SERVICE
	$88.02
	
	

	WADDELL & REED
	DEFFERED COMP ANGIE, DONNA
	$215.00
	
	

	WEA MARKET OF MEETEETSE
	FUEL & MISC
	$439.40
	
	

	WEBSTER & THOMPSON, LLC
	ATTORNEY'S FEES
	$598.25
	
	

	WPCI
	NO-CHARGE TESTS-DECEMBER
	$22.50
	
	

	WYOMING ASSC RURAL WATER SYS
	2007 VOTING MEMBERSHIP
	$235.00
	
	

	WYOMING WORKER COMP DIVISION
	WORKMANS COMPENSATION
	$256.79
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	$33,477.39
	
	


MOTION 01:10:07:03
Councilman Bennett made a motion to approve the Financial Statements for December 31, 2006, seconded by Councilman Abbott.  All voted Aye, motion carried.

MOTION 01:10:07:04

Councilman Warner made a motion to elect Councilman Abbott as the President of the Council, seconded by Councilman Bennett.  All voted Aye, motion carried.
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:
a. Pall Agreement/ Current Water Plant Conditions- Old Business item c.

MOTION 01:10:07:05

Councilman Warner made a motion to adopt the amended agenda, seconded by Councilman Bennett.  All voted Aye, motion.
CITIZENS, DELEGATIONS, PETITIONS, & COMPLAINTS:

a.  Joe Keele – Keele Sanitation - Mayor Farmer explained the complaint with the Town of Meeteetse competing with public enterprise.  He stated the we had set a precedence by allowing current out of town water users to have town sanitation services.  Mayor Farmer will have Ed Webster look into an exclusionary or exception clause to add a garbage ordinance for out of town users.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
a.   Emergency Management- Larry Rankine- stated the Emergency Management trailer is still coming here.  We will continue to pursue a CERT program this spring.  We will do another tabletop exercise.  Mayor Farmer would like to thank Larry for taking on the Emergency Management. Sheriff Steward said at the last meeting they reviewed the draft plan for Park County and wanted suggestions.  There were some suggestions from Russ Wenke pertaining to the fire situations.   

a. Garbage Collection- Garbage truck has been fixed

b. M E D A – Elected four new officers

c. MCFJPB – We have sent the grant application for 1.5 million and Plan 1 will attend the next meeting to determine the pay schedule.  

d. Park County Travel- Sherry Long – PCT did finalize the budget in Dec.  Meda receives $18,000 same as last year.  Do expect more income for 2006.  There is an adventure sports DVD at the Chamber of Commerce in Cody.  Extreme Bulls was approved and will arrive on June 30th.  NFR had a lot of exposure for Cody. Inquiries are down.  If you have an opinion on the East entrance please get with the appropriate people to voice your concerns and comments.

e. Police Report-Mayor Farmer thanked Sheriff Steward and Under Sheriff Ehlers for coming to our council meetings.  

f. Recreation- Councilwoman Fech gave a brief report of the Recreation District meeting.  She stated they signed the agreement, but were disappointed that they did not get to maintain the shooting range.  They were glad to have a Town Council representative attend their meetings.   

g. Safety-Mayor Farmer talked with Dan T. and he stated that he does not have H2S training.  Councilman Bennett stated that there would be training on January 23, 2006 at the Meeteetse Fire Department that Dan could attend.  We need to get him two Hepatitis Shots in Cody.

h. Sewer-

i. Streets & Alleys- 

j. Water – There is no water supply coming to town, but there is 26 ft in the water tank.
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION:

Mayor Farmer would like the Council to recommend a few people to be appointed on the Planning & Zoning Commission.

OLD BUSINESS:

MOTION 01:10:07:06

Councilman Bennett made a motion to approve the Recreation District Agreement, seconded by Councilman Warner. All voted aye, motion carried.  This agreement will need to be renewed June ‘07 for the new fiscal year.

MOTION 01:10:07:07

Councilman Warner made a motion to pass AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR TOWN BUSINESS LICENSES FOR BUSINESSES OUTSIDE THE CORPORATE LIMIT BUT WITHIN 20 MILES OF THE TOWN OF MEETEETSE on the third and final reading, seconded by Councilman Bennett.  All voted aye, motion carried. 2007-01

The Town of Meeteetse needs to negotiate a service agreement with Pall Corp and we are in the process of reviewing the warranty.  Both racks are down at this time.  Rack A is down and rack B loses signal.   A Pall representative has been contacted and is $500.00 for the initial contact and $150.00 per hour.  We will have a Pall representative scheduled to come here as soon as we can get one here.  We will be reviewing the warranty and the service agreement so we know what steps need to be taken. All the problems deal with automation.  This is not a direct effect from the filtration system problems.  The filters are being cleaned once a month.  When the Pall rep gets here we will ask him his best educated guess on the life expectancy for the filters.  The modules were misquoted and the replacement of these will be 92 K.  We need to get a best guess from the representative on how long we have until the filters need to be replaced.  The plant has to be manned 24-7 at this point in time and will need to be done until at least Tuesday.  Councilman Bennett wanted to know if we had to have someone there starting now or can we shut the switch off.  The Mayor is afraid that if we did that we would lose ground.  This will not be cheap.  We will contact the representatives to see when they can come here as soon as possible.   The representative will be from New York.  Dan T. has been on the phone with these representatives.   

NEW BUSINESS: 

MOTION 01:10:07:08

Councilman Warner made a motion to approve the Bank of the West for the Depository and the Shoshone First National Bank for the Investment depository, seconded by Councilman Bennett.  All voted aye, motion carried.
MOTION 01:10:07:09

Councilman Abbott made a motion to approve the Edward D. Farmer, John A. Abbott, Angela R. Johnson, and Donna L. Ward as signatories for the Town of Meeteetse, seconded by Councilman Warner.  All voted aye, motion carried.

MOTION 01:10:07:10

Councilman Abbott made a motion to approve the Cody Enterprise as the official advertisory for the Town of Meeteetse, seconded by Councilman Bennett.  All voted aye, motion carried.
MOTION 01:10:07:11

Councilman Warner made a motion to waive the business license tax for 2007, seconded by Councilman Abbott. Mayor Farmer vetoed the motion and will check with Ed Webster to see if we can legally waive the tax.  Motion failed.

Water Rates - Mayor Farmer suggests that we do a 10% increase across the board.  He emphasized that he hates to do this, as we have an obligation to the citizens to remain fiscally responsible and provide water as a utility.   This will require an ordinance change.  A letter will be sent out to explain the situation because this is a matter of public record.  Mayor Farmer stated 8 years ago the Wyoming Legislature ruled that a municipal government could not internally subsidize a utility.  Water rates will be reviewed annually to determine the benefits.  Councilman Bennett would like to review the usage to determine if we need to raise it more than 10%.  We will be able to determine what it will generate in the busy months.  Mayor Farmer stated that all it would take is one catastrophic failure and we will be in a bad situation.   

MOTION 01:10:07:12

Councilman Warner made a motion raise the water rates across the board by 10%, seconded by Councilman Abbott.  All voted aye, motion carried.

The council was given the Roping Club schedule of use for the rodeo grounds this summer.  During the discussion Councilman Abbott said that there are quite a bit of users at the rifle range and we need to co-ordinate these two activities to make sure they don’t interfere with each other.  There was discussion about an ordinance closing the rifle range @ 5:00PM on the days the Roping Club is using the rodeo grounds.

The WYDOT service agreement will be sent to Mr. Webster to negotiate and finalize an agreement that is good for both parties and to ensure this is done in a timely fashion in order to ensure that progress of building the new WYDOT building is not hindered.

BUILDING PERMITS, VARIANCES, CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS –ETC:

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

MOTION 01:10:07:13
Councilman Bennett made a motion to approve a building permit for Dan Woody to build a fence and for Winfred Orrell’s building permit extension #06-15, Councilman Warner seconded; all voted aye, motion carried.  

MOTION 01:10:07:14

Councilman Bennett made a motion to approve the following business permits TCT West, John Abbott, Dawnyell Avery, Rick Bluel, Jim Brock, Emily Coale, Scott Crosby, Rita Farmer, Ed Farmer, Tom Hall, Larry Johnson, Tim Kellogg, Kevin Kirkhoff, Joe Kordonowy, John Landon, Carol May, Lewis Construction, Mike Potas, Ondi Shepperson, Debra Nordberg, The Spoke, Bettie Johnson, Tom Fremlin, Kim LaPierre, Jim Blake, Joe & Paige Paisley, and James Yockey.  Councilman Warner seconded with Councilman Abbott abstaining; all voted aye, motion carried.  

Variances – Review the variances in the residential areas with a list to review at the next meeting.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The FFA alumni are going to move the feed station onto town property at the rodeo grounds.  They are planning to spend over $100,000.00 to make a nice facility to house the livestock, hold shows, etc.  They want to place the feed station on five acres.  The FFA will have to come to the Town Council and receive variances to house pigs within the city limits. Councilman Bennett said we could remove the cattle guards at the rodeo grounds that do not have fences.  

The Town has received applications from Randy Townsend, Sean Rosado, Pete Allen, and Auggie McBroom.  Mayor Farmer will contact Mr. Rosado and MR. Townsend, conduct phone interviews and explain the situation on housing.   Mr. Townsend is in the process of changing his licenses to Wyoming licenses via reciprocity through the EPA. 

Councilman Bennett wondered if there was a way to allow employees to refuse the benefits packets and take a higher wage instead.  Employees doing this would have to sign a waiver, but this will need to be researched first.

Town Advertisement Postings:


Appointment Announcement


Wages Announcement


Planning and Zoning Commission

ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION 01:10:07:15

Councilman Bennett made the motion to adjourn at 8:03 p.m.  

The next regular meeting of the Council will be February 7, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. 

_______________________________

Edward D. Farmer 

 




              Mayor 

ATTEST:

____________________________ 

Angela R. Johnson

Clerk Treasurer 
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